
Guild meetings
Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings are held at The Bell in 
Charlbury, at 7:30 for 8:00 p.m. 
The Bell serves food (as well as 
drink, naturally) and some 
members have taken to dining 
there before meetings. If  you 
would like to order food in 
advance to avoid the rush, please 
contact Lidia Dhorn on 01608 
810278.

Monday 3rd December

The AGM will precede the more 
sublime Snark related part of  the 
evening and will start promptly at 
7:30pm.  Members who choose to 
remain in the bar rather than 
attend the meeting (as last year) 
will be congratulated.

4th February 2013

Victoria Stevens from the Oxford 
Conservation Consortium will 
speak to us about "a recently 
completed conservation project 
undertaken on a wonderful 
printed anatomical text book, 
Catoptrum Microcosmicum by 
Remmelin, dating from 1619."

Press for sale
Stephenson Blake Etching Press. 
Bed: 330 mm (13") x 395 mm (15 
5/8") Owned by the late Kenneth 
Lindley. Enquiries: Julian Lindley: 
0208 743 0010

No One Tired!
Pericles, Prince of  Tyre – A Talk given by Simon Brett

Simon Brett revelled in the task of  unravelling the hugely 
dramatic plot of  this Shakespearian epic. The stage was set, 
–almost literally; a long table arranged unusually lengthwise 
down the room, the book boxed and lying beneath a cloth. 
The book was disclosed, much as the drama to come, step 
by step; the cloth removed, the box opened, the chemise 
discarded, and finally the books themselves presented.

The audience was encouraged, or rather directed, to draw 
close. After a short preamble, four copies of  the text were 
arranged so that all could see as each page in its turn was 
displayed. A muted opening followed, incorporating 
calligraphy, the titles, and then the drama itself.

The page turners in place, Simon took us through the book, 
page by page, both telling and reciting the story. For those 
unfamiliar with it, it was revealed to be an ‘adult ‘tale of  
incest and brothels, of  travel and tempestuous seas. An epic 
of  love and loss, but one of  reconciliation, and ultimately, of 
peace. The unity of  family severed, but at the last, regained; 
full of  unexpected events and  of  time condensed. It was as 
though we had witnessed the production, so vivid was the 
telling and the imagery.

Simon made light of  the fact that the blocks he had to work 
on were a mixed assortment often of  indifferent quality 
wood – some even disintegrating during the printing 
process. The size and style of  illustration was of  dazzling 
variety and creative quality, making it an ongoing surprise 
and delight to see the next opening. The verse form allowed 
placement with accuracy and an ability to aid the story’s 
telling. A jousting scene, over which much thought and 
experiment of  composition had taken place, was followed 
by a laurel wreath at the head of  the verso presented to the 

OXFORD GUILD OF PRINTERS

N E W S L E T T E R
November 2012

Editor Liz Adams 07813 807453

Chairman
Miles Wigfield 01285 750662

Vice-Chairmen
Colin Cohen 01869 337040

Richard Lawrence 01865 424594

Treasurer and Membership Secretary
Michael Daniell 01865 510378



victor, Pericles. Colour was used sparingly, but with thought 
and sensitivity, to evoke entertainment, but also to ‘colour 
code’ the location of  the action in the headings.

The unity of  family, a theme of  the tale, was artfully echoed 
by Simon’s use of  conjoined arches, each to represent a 
member, appearing as it did in a number of  illustrations and 
also echoed on the binding. The theme flowed through the 
production of  this fine book, involving the combined 
strengths of  calligrapher, artist, printer and binder. An Anglo-
Canadian collaboration, Crispin Elsted being the instigator, 
but Simon the willing accomplice, of  outstanding beauty and 
dedication.

Simon threatened at the outset that he might maunder on 
until midnight, unless stopped, but I doubt that he would 
have found murmur or movement in his wrapped audience 
had he done so. A perceptive innovation was the decision by 
Miles to film and record the talk, and for that our thanks go 
to Miles’s son, Laurence. If  all goes well, this might be 
offered as an annual end of  year treat, of  which no one 
might tire. Hearty thanks to Simon for making it such a 
memorable evening.                         Alan Isaac

[The Play of  Pericles Prince of  Tyre/ Wm. Shakespeare, 
with passages introduced from George Wilkins ‘ The Painfull 
Adventures of  Pericles, Prince of  Tyre’, newly edited and 
introduced by Crispin Elsted, illustrated with wood 
engravings by Simon Brett. (Mission B.C) Barbican Press, 
2010- A limited edition, now sold out.]

Wayzgoose at Oxford Brookes, 13th October
A Report by Graham Moss & Kathy Whalen

The sun shone brightly on the day as members of  the Guild 
gathered from far and wide. Indoors the halls were lined with 
tables piled high, or tastefully arranged, with an array of  
printerly offerings. Participants, both stall holders and 
visitors, were greeted by an array of  greetings cards, posters, 
prints, books large and small, and even the occasional DVD 
for sale. There was freshly cast Monotype, as well as a large 
cache of  Stevenson Blake Foundry type, new in its original 
wrappers. Printers swapped ideas as well as kit, and found 
inspiration among the cases of  type for sale or trade. An 
elderly Adana was among other machines for sale, ready to 
lure neophytes into the craft, while more than one old stager 
wandered the halls clutching a new type-rule or giant set-
square.

The book - a celebration
The Old Town Hall, Stroud, 
Nov. 17 to Dec. 8th. Open 
10am - 5pm. Initiated and run 
by Dennis Gould – poet and 
letterpress printer – the event is  
to celebrate the book and all 
the people who contribute to 
make books: Author, Illustrator, 
Publisher, Printer, Bookbinder, 
Editor, Designer, Typographer, 
PaperMaker and of  course, Dear 
Reader. Daily lunch-time talks 
including our very own John 
Randle & Miriam Macgregor 
on the Whittington Press on 
the 7th of  December. 
www.bookcelebration.org

Book Review:
Black Bird, White Bird by 
Peter Gauld. 

One of  the delights of  an event 
such as the recent Wayzgoose is  
the chance discovery of  a gem 
– and not even a letterpress 
book. It seems impertinent to 
express surprise that Peter 
Gauld writes so well: Black Bird, 
White Bird, is a gentle fantasy, 
wreathed with magic set in a 
world that is almost familiar. 
Peter's style is one of  measured 
clarity that gave me great 
pleasure. It’s published by 
Green Lion Books, a subsidiary 
of  his New Basement Press – 
www.newbasementpress.com – 
for a mere £8; I'm no literary 
critic [Ed: When did that ever 
stop you?] but this is a cracker. 
And there is to be a sequel! 
   M.F.W.

Type for sale
Offers invited for a collection 
of  printing material including 
two Adana presses (8 x 5), 70
to 80 small wood drawers, 
approx. 12"x10", of  type of  
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Those interested in the art of  illustration found delight in wood 
engravings and linocuts, while a stand selling coloured aquatints 
lent an exotic air. Trade stalls sold paper, plain and patterned, 
related organisations hawked memberships, and several book 
dealers provided, for a price, a lavish assortment of  old books 
related to printing and its arts. Out in the car park a quondam 
milk float did duty as a mobile press room, providing proof, if  
any were needed, of  the magical lure of  the print-shop.

Oxford Brookes proved a perfect venue. Many members are 
familiar with the location from the biennial Fine Press Book 
Fair, and it is easily accessible from all parts by bus or train. 
Worries that it would seem crowded without the use of  main 
auditorium proved groundless; the halls and corridors were 
filled with people, but not cramped. The cafe stayed open 
throughout, serving tea, coffee and other refreshments. While 
the homemade cakes were missed, and a small cash-register 
malfunction required quick thinking on the part of  ever-
resourceful cafe staff, it was nice to have a place to sit down for 
a chat or to relish purchases made or sales transacted.

As usual, the real delight was the chance to gather together; talk 
and laughter marked a joyful day out. Our thanks to all who 
made and make it so.

OGP members’ printing on show
A proposal has been made that members of  the Guild might like to 
produce an item of  print to share with other members.  A trial 
mailing could be organised for distribution next spring.  The size 
would be limited to fit into a DL envelope and should consist of  a 
single leaf.  One hundred copies will be required. If  the response is 
favourable the project could become an annual event. If  you would 
like to make a contribution please confirm your interest to: Peter 
White, Bouncing Acre Press, 68 Cross Oak Road, Berkhamsted  HP4 
3HZ 01442 866223 whitepj@btconnect.com

Opportunity:
Calling all British Artists’ Book Makers and owners of  Fine Presses 
to take part in a new book. The idea is to promote your work in a 
book with the working title In praise of  beautiful books: a selection of  books 
by British artists, book makers and fine presses. At present, a search for 
Artists’ Book publications returns mostly books published by and for 
the promotion of  Americans. I would like to redress the balance and 
promote British artists. After 20 years’ experience compiling, 
designing and publishing the Craft Galleries Guide, under my 
imprint BCF Books, I am ready for a new challenge. Entry will be 
simple and incredibly inexpensive; please take a look at the guidelines  
now on www.bcfbooks.co.uk  Without your input this won’t happen;  
I look forward to hearing from you. Caroline Mornement  
(cm@craftgalleries.co.uk)

various faces, mostly unused, 
two full-sized type drawers, 
cardboard boxes of  Times 
New Roman type, unopened 
and direct from the Adana 
foundry, several boxes of  wood 
and metal furniture, sundry 
other material. Somerset area; 
purchaser to collect. Items 
have been stored since 1985 
and though in reasonable 
order some require a bit of  
TLC. Contact: Richard 
Emeny by phone: 01278 
662856, or email: 
remeny@halswell.fsnet.co.uk 

Press for sale              
Adana Press for sale. £50 or 
polite offer. Further details 
from Miles Wigfield

New member snippet
I learned the letterpress the 
wrong way – through trial and 
error and a few scoldings – but 
ultimately ended up with a 
passion for the cumbersome 
art that transcends distance: 
after leaving my Vandercook 
14 proofing press in Wash-
ington State (it doesn't travel 
well) and moving to Oxford, I 
was able to acquire a small 
flatbed press and little else. 
Now I am in the process of  
working out how to develop it 
into a functioning hobby press 
for event posters, announce-
ments, and other designs. The 
wayzgoose was extremely 
helpful in that regard. Any 
further assistance is greatly 
appreciated! I look forward to 
active participation in the 
Guild, and meeting more of  
the membership.       
     Themba Lewis
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