
Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings are held at The Bell 
in Charlbury, at 7:30 for 8:00 
p.m. The Bell serves food (as 
well as drink, naturally) and 
some members have taken to 
dining there before meetings. 
If  you would like to order food 
in advance to avoid the rush, 
please contact Lidia Dhorn on 
01608 810278

Monday 7 May 
‘Nothing more exquisite than a 
bonny book.’ A Folio Life ~ Sue 
Bradbury. For many years a 
linchpin of  the Folio Society, 
Sue Bradbury will talk, not 
only about some of  the books 
she was involved with, but 
about the eccentric artists and 
writers who contributed to 
them.  Please note that this 
meeting is on a Bank Holiday

Wednesday 20 June
Visit to Tilleys Printing, a 
jobbing letterpress workshop 
in Ledbury. Tilleys was set up 
in 1870 and many features 
haven’t changed since. Please 
contact Miles Wigfield if  you 
would like to attend. Numbers 
are limited so be sure to book 
early to avoid disappointment.

Pete Lawrence: A Designosaur in the Digital Age

Pete Lawrence had always felt he wanted to design 
books rather than be consumed by graphic design. 
Drawing was second nature to him and in his early 
years he's been a freelance illustrator. Now 'boss' of  
Oxford Design and Illustrators (ODI) he came to talk to 
us in general about their work in producing educational 
books particularly for children but much more 
specifically about his own vision and influence on this 
process.
Like many who tend to self  deprecation - he began by 
drawing a Rolf  Harrisesque cartoon of  his bearded 
visage atop a dinosaur's body - in reality he had a firm 
belief  in his persistence in wishing to use his hands as 
well as eye and brain in his work. Designosaurus Rex 
would have been my description of  his chimera for he 
was clearly lord of  all he surveyed. He refuted  the 
tendency for the march of  digital technology to sideline 
the draughtsman by describing an instance when, while 
taking instruction over the 'phone from a customer, he 
had completed a definitive design in pencil before 
ending the call, a job that might have taken a coupe of  
hours on a computer.
I was struck both the by the volume and subtlety of  his 
work. "The less words there are on a page the more 
complex the design." Our seats were larded with 
examples of  ODI's output. He seemed to relish the 
challenge of  working with an Argentinian, living in 
Paris, employed by a Lebanese publisher producing 
books about teaching English. Determined that no 
child should be confronted with typefaces where a 1 
and l, a q and 9, a g and 8 were indistinguishable they 
had created their own founts, in letter-writing style; 
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samples were christened Elvetica, Infrutiger, Infantura 
for example.
Pete delighted his whole audience with his warmth, 
enthusiasm, eloquence and artistry. I noted a distinct 
reluctance for members to leave at the end.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
     Miles Wigfield

From our Chairman
Brian Clark has admitted to me that he's found it hard 
to devote sufficient time to his role as joint editor of  the 
Newsletter and has asked to be relieved of  his duties. I 
thank him for his efforts to date and share with you my 
relief  that Liz Adams has generously agreed to take on 
the whole job. I'm immensely grateful to her. 

Her chief  concern in editing the Newsletter is providing 
the 'Meeting Recall' item. I would be most grateful to 
any Guild member attending a meeting volunteering 
for this. The more who join in the more we get a 
flavour of  our membership and the less likely you will 
become bored by the usual suspects.

Small ads
Pete Lawrence has very generously offered a collection 
of  small founts of  type previousy used on an Adana. 
There are also a couple of  composing sticks, a pair of  
spare rollers (I guess for an Adana) and some chases. 
The typefaces include: 6, 8, and 12 pt Gill Sans, 18 pt 
Dorchester Script, various Times in small sizes, 14 & 18
pt Palace Script, 14 pt Flash, 12 & 24 pt Calendar Face, 
not to mention some 12 pt Cheltenham Bold. Free to 
guild members. Contact Miles Wigfield.

From the Editor
There has been some talk of  reviving the printed cards 
which have appeared with the Newsletter in the past. If  
you’d like to offer some help with this please let me 
know. My long-awaited Arab treadle press is now up 
and running (many thanks to Patrick Roe) so printing a 
small run of  ephemera might be a good way of  getting 
to grips with how it works!
Please email anything you would like added to the 
Newsletter to me at juxonpress@gmail.com, or ’phone 
me on: 07813807453.

Other events
There will be a small 
Wayzgoose in Chipping 
Campden on Sunday 6 
May as part of  the 
Chipping Campden 
Festival of  Literature. It 
will take place in the 
Church Rooms which are 
across from the Eight Bells 
near the Arts & Crafts 
Museum. Doors are open 
from 10:00 a.m. till 5:00 
p.m. There is room for one 
more stall. If  any members 
are interested contact 
Louisa on 01608 685924. 
In addition, the Court 
Barn Museum will be 
putting on an exhibition of  
their Essex House Press 
collection.

On Wednesday 2 May, as 
part of  the Chipping 
Campden Festival of  
Literature, there will be a 
lecture and demonstration  
on paper making. From 
10:00 am till 12:00 noon 
Jonathan Korejko will be 
in the Old Courtroom, 
across the road from the 
covered market in the 
High Street. The talk will 
be introduced by Gabrielle 
Falkiner. For details see: 
www.campdenlitfest.co.uk
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