
Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings are held at The Bell in 
Charlbury, at 7:30 for 8:00 p.m. 
The Bell serves food (as well as 
drink, naturally) and some 
members have taken to dining 
there before meetings. If  you 
would like to order food in 
advance to avoid the rush, please 
contact Lidia Dhorn on 01608 
810278.

Monday 2 July
Mysterious Types: Making letters  
meaningful with words and 
images by Susan Allix. Susan is a 
prize-winning producer of  artists’ 
books since the 70s, many of  
which you will probably have 
seen at the Fine Press Book Fair.

Monday 3rd September
Bob Wakefield will talk about his 
Chevington Press. Bob, for many 
years an associate of  Leonard 
Baskin’s, has been printing and 
illustrating his own wonderful 
books for thirty years. You've 
probably never heard of  him; 
modest, diffident, he's never 
seemed to bother to promote 
himself. But he represents one of  
the finest examples of  private 
press printing and publishing in 
recent years. One of  Bob’s early 
title pages can be seen opposite.

I know of  the following who have expressed a wish to visit 
Tilley's Printing on Wednesday June 20th: Simon and Gill 
McMinn, Michael Daniell, John Randle, Christina Kingsmill, 
Christabel Hardacre, Nick Birchall, Bob Howe and Richard 
Broughton. I will be in touch with all of  you with a master plan 
soon. If  I have left anybody out or there is any-body else who 
like to join us please let me know.
	 	 	 	 	 	       Miles Wigfield

New member snippets
From Margaret Condon

Margaret is a printmaker (mostly of  etchings) but is also fasci-
nated by type, and the combination of  image and word. She 
showed some of  her letterpress experiments and word & image 
combinations in public for the first time in Artweeks 2012. 
Despite being, quite correctly, admonished by Miles for dropping 
a newly acquired fount of  type, her Bembo survived the impact 
and will be used and cherished.
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From Nick Birchall of  Cleeve Press

I have within memory always drawn, painted, arranged 
compositions and made objects. The analysis and creation of  
images is a constant fascination to me; how the stimuli of  
recognizable elements, colour and light evoke emotions and 
memories in the viewer.

This led me to Gloucester Art College in 1969 where I studied 
foundation art, graphic design and photography.  I set movable 
metal type for college typography projects and this tactile 
experience stayed with me as a seed of  an ambition.

I lived in Norway from 1973 to 1976 but returned to the East 
Midlands where I practised as a freelance Graphic Designer.  
The digital age saw me re-train to teach foundation art and 
design at Loughborough College of  Art and Design.  I began 
saving letterpress equipment 5 years ago and this has grown into 
a composing room and printing office with a treadle platen press.  
I intend to produce quality print of  my own design in traditional 
typographical styles and teach these skills to others.

From our Chairman
The tradition in the Guild of  producing letterpress tickets for the 
arranged talks has lapsed somewhat. I was fairly relaxed about 
this but the committee voiced very strongly their view that this 
was a tangble and attractive way of  showing off  our skills and 
one which the membership appreciated. I'm now asking for 
volunteers to print tickets/cards/announcements of  forthcoming 
talks: just pick one you like the sound of, let me know that you're 
doing it and go for it. It's ephemera so you can do just what you 
like. And to set an example I have just done one (my first) for the 
September meeting. Let's hear from you!

From our Editor
Our thanks go to Cristabel Hardacre for designing the new 
membership list. Thanks also to the two of  our new members 
(Margaret Condon and Nick Birchall) who supplied us with copy 
about their printing endeavours. We know there are at least three 
new members, so please don’t be shy.

Battle for the Winds
Those of  you who are interested in poetry as well as letterpress 
may be interested in a new project in which Alice Oswald has 
been commissioned to write a series of  poems about the wind. 
The poems will be published on the internet each week for eight 
weeks. They will then be available for sale in a limited letterpress 
edition, designed by the Typographer Kevin Mount. There are 
also a number of  signed copies to be won. To read the poems 
and for information about the competition see their website: 
http://battleforthewinds.com/wind-words1/

Saturday 13th October
Just in case the Wayzgoose isn’t 
in everyone’s diary already: 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm at Oxford 
Brookes University. If  you've 
booked a table don't forget the 
discount for paying your dues 
before the end of  June.

November
Although still to be confirmed, it 
is hoped that in November we 
will be able to visit the Bampton 
Historical Society to hear a talk 
on the Cheney Archive.

Small ads
Nick Birchall is offering a 
number of  items for sale to 
letterpress compositors and 
printers. More detailed 
descriptions, sizes, weights etc 
will be provided to interested 
parties. The sale agreement will 
be made on the understanding 
that the buyer will pay cash on 
collection. The collection is 
situated in the East Midlands. 
For further information, see:
nickgraphic.wordpress.com/

Short Story Competition
It's Unfortunate for the Ants by 
Louise Ihringer is now available 
for sale. Details are available on 
the website or contact Miles 
Wigfield directly.

Other events
Bauhaus: Art as Life
The largest Bauhaus exhibition 
in the UK for over 40 years will 
be showing at the Barbican until 
the 12th of  August. Amongst the 
other exhibits are a number of  
examples of  letterpress from the 
1920s. For details and booking 
information see the website: 
www.barbican.org.uk/artgallery/
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